Strategic America, as tenant,
does a green remodeling

The ad firm moved from Clive
and made the building it
moved into energy efficient.

By LYNN HICKS
lhicks@dmreg.com

ohn Schreurs has a message
for businesses: You can go
green without owning your own
space.

Schreurs, president and chief op-
erating officer of Strategic America,
moved the advertising firm from Clive
to 6600 Westown Parloway in West Des
Moines in December. The building is
the former headquarters of Regency
Homes, the defunct homebuilder, and
12 now owned by National Life Group
of Vermont.

Strategic America remodeled the
gpace in a way that followed the Lead-
erzhip in Energy and Environmental
Design guidelines. The company 1=
applving for LEED certification for
commercial interiors. The designation
allows tenants to become certified in
buildings they do not own.

Only a couple of organizations in Iowa
hawe such certifications, according to
the U.5. Green Building Council's da-
tabaze: The American Instifute of
Architects Iowa Chapter, which leases
gpace at Capital Square in Des Moines,
and Neumann Monson Architects In
Towa City.

Building or remodeling to meet LEED
standards often costs more, but compa-
nies can be eligible for tax incentives.
Also, they can save on energy costs.

Schreurs believes it will cost about
5 percent more to remodel according
to the LEED guidelines. “We were for-
tunate that we were able to repurpose
materials, which helped reduce the
costs,” he said. The remodelers reused
doors, woodwork, glass and other ma-
terials that existed at the site.

Pluz, he said, “it was the right thing
to do.” The company had surveyed
employees, who said they wanted a
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GOING Glass repurposed from old Regency space was used in hallways. The
GREEN film on the doors is new and was introduced to give offices some pri-
vacy but at the same time allow for natural lighting.

GOING Lisa Holtorf and John Schreurs led the company's move and the

GREEN 9reen remodeling. "We were fortunate that we were able to repur-
pose matenals, which helped reduce the costs,” Schreurs said. He is
president and chief operating officer of Strategic America.






